





MIAMI-DADE POLICE DEPARTMENT SERGEANTS EXAM 2011

For our officers who are looking to move on up that career ladder, the Sergeant’s test is coming
up on August 10,2011. Our very own Bill Hernandez will be presenting a workshop to prepare all HPOA
Member Sergeant Candidates for the exam at no cost. The workshop will be presented at the Airport
Miami Hilton located at 5101 Blue Lagoon Drive on Saturday, July 9, 2011. More information will soon
follow.

We are currently requesting volunteers to help us prepare sample test questions for the written
portion. If you are interested in helping us out with this, please contact your Executive Vice President,
Eric Garcia at eric@hpoadade.org

HONORARY HPOA MEMBER
AMANDA HAWORTH

On Friday, April 1, 2011, the Haworth family was
presented with plaques that recognize Detective
Amanda Haworth as and Honorary HPOA Member.
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CUPID’S SPECIAL NIGHT

HPOA OFFICER OF THE YEAR 2010

The Hispanic Police Officers Association is proud to name
Officer Carlos Castillo as the HPOA’s Officer of the Year for 2010.

On April 23, 2010, Officer Castillo and his fellow Robbery
Intervention Detail (RID) officers were proactively working an area in
Northside District in their on-going efforts to prevent robberies and
other violent crimes. As part of their efforts, Officer Castillo ran
routine tag checks in an order to identify stolen or wanted vehicles.
One such tag check revealed a discrepancy from the registration
information. Officer Castillo initiated a traffic stop to inquire about the
unassigned tag.

The vehicle pulled into a dark alley. Wary of the location, Officer
Castillo called for backup and then made contact with the vehicle’s
occupants, a male driver, a female passenger, and two minor children.
The driver, Mr. Michael Robertson, Jr., was visibly nervous and, after
a brief conversation, abruptly fled on foot down the alley. Having lost
sight of the subject, Officer Castillo immediately advised his back-up
of what had occurred and vigilantly remained with the female subject
at the scene.

Unbeknownst to the officers searching the area, the subject had
climbed onto the rooftop on an adjacent building and was situated
directly above Officer Castillo. The subject then threw a cinder block
toward Officer Castillo, striking him on the head. Officer Castillo
immediately fell to the ground, unconscious and defenseless. The

subject then came down and continued his attack on Officer Castillo
by repeatedly kicking him and stomping on his head, and ultimately
taking possession of Officer Castillo’s police vehicle and running over
him before finally fleeing once again on foot. He eventually
surrendered and was taken into custody.

As a result of this unprovoked and brutal attack, Officer Castillo
sustained massive trauma to his body, internal injuries, a broken arm,
and severe brain injuries. Near death, but fighting for his life, Officer
Castillo was transported to the hospital, where he began a long and
painful road to recovery and back to the profession he loves.

The HPOA is proud to have brave men and women, like Officer
Castillo, as members of our Association. For his remarkable strength
of character, his will to survive, his unwavering dedication to duty, it
is our honor to name him the HPOA Officer of the Year for 2010.
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Nancy Perez
MDPD Bureau Commander and Former HPOA Sergeant at Arms

First generation Cuban-American Nancy Perez began her career with the
Miami-Dade Police Department (then Metro-Dade Police Department) on
June 16, 1986, under Director Bobby Gonzalez. A single mother of two
young children at the time, she remembers her academy days as a time of
great personal struggle, but also of opportunity.

After graduation, Nancy was assigned to uniform patrol at the “original”
Midwest District which, at that time, operated out of an airplane hangar.
Since then, she rose through the civil service ranks of Corporal, Sergeant,
and Lieutenant. Her assignments included Kendall District, Robbery
Bureau, Robbery Intervention Detail (RID), Intergovernmental Bureau’s
Critical Incident Management Unit (CIMU), Public Corruption
Investigations Bureau, and Warrants Bureau. Most recently, former Bureau
Commander Linda O’Brien asked Nancy to work with her at the Media
Relations Bureau. Upon Linda’s retirement in 2006, Nancy became the
Acting Commander for the Bureau and served in that capacity until she was
officially promoted to Bureau Commander in April 2010. She continues to
lead the Bureau with enthusiasm and integrity to this day.

Reflecting back on her nearly 25 years of service in law enforcement,
Nancy has achieved many notable milestones, but recalls the most
memorable learning experiences in uniform patrol where she was involved
in her first police shooting. That shooting prompted her to share her survivor
attitude experiences with police academy training classes. She spoke about
the odds being stacked against her while in a gun battle and her primary
handgun was disabled and having to resort to her secondary handgun.

Nancy also recalls many challenges early in her career. Since there were a
small number of females, she faced many obstacles such as unfair treatment
and on occasion people not backing her up on calls. Nancy states: “Those
things weren’t negative. I look back at those people and experiences today,
and I thank them. They made me stronger.”

To emphasize that point, Nancy cites that one of her proudest achievements
is successfully completing the first Rapid Deployment Force (RDF) training
class in 2010. “It’s a tough unit, physically demanding, and I did it in my

forties. I'm still in RDF today, even after my promotion.”

When asked why she became involved with the HPOA, Nancy said it was
because “I considered it part of my duty as a Hispanic female. I wanted to
help demonstrate that we (as Hispanics) were as competent as anyone else,
and we, as women, were as competent as men. [ also wanted to open doors
for other women, just like they had been opened for me.” She added, “I am
grateful for all that those women endured in order for women to get to where
they are today.”

Nancy was elected to the HPOA Board at a time of great turmoil for the
organization. She remembers that many members had contemplated
separating with the organization because of a series of misfortunate
happenings that had previously occurred.

“It was very challenging to keep up spirits. I had to remind our members of
the importance of having a voice and sticking together. It had taken us so
much time and effort to gain respect as an organization, and I was not going
to quit. It was our responsibility to keep the HPOA open and to keep unity in
it.” She adds, “It’s not just about being Hispanic, but about respecting and
supporting each other.”

Nancy has the distinction of being one of only two females (retired Major
Grace O’Donnell is the other) to have been elected to serve on the HPOA
Board. Her position Sergeant at Arms, and proudly claims that she was
known for pounding the gavel harder than anyone else!

Outside her work life, Nancy is all about faith and family. Very religious,
she has an unwavering faith in Jesus Christ. She is also very actively
involved with her family and spends as much time as possible with her now
grown son Robert and daughter Tatiana, who is currently engaged to be
married.

Her fondest memories of the HPOA all revolve around her mother. “My
mother came to all the events and the guys would take her out to dance at the
Valentine’s Day dances all night long. She loved it!” Her mom is still
dancing, and accompanied her to our recent Valentine’s Gala held on
February 12, 2011.

Edmundo (Mundi) Valdes
MDPD Bureau Commander and Active HPOA Member

Cuban-American Edmundo “Mundi” Valdes began his career with the
Miami-Dade Police Department on April 26, 1976. What he most fondly
remembers about his time in the academy are the relationships he developed
with fellow classmates, many of which remained as his friends today.

Upon his graduation, Mundy was assigned to uniform patrol at the old
Central District (now Northside District), where he also worked in the
General Investigations Unit.

In 1980, he spent two years assigned as a Field Representative for the Florida
Department of Law Enforcement’s Criminal Justices Standards and Training
Commission. His responsibilities were to audit police records to ensure
background checks and law enforcement trainings were conducted in
adherence to Florida Law and Administrative Rules.

Because of his experience and expertise, he returned to the MDPD as the
Supervisor of Personnel Selection, and in the late 80’s became the Executive
Officer for the Human Resources Bureau. In 1997, he was promoted to
Bureau Commander of the Personnel Management Bureau (PMB). Mundy
continues to serve as PMB’s Commander today, serving the Department with
great dedication and veracity.

‘When asked what his most memorable moments in his career have been,
Mundy stated that his greatest challenge and career achievement to date was
successfully leading the PMB in a strategic “recruitment effort aimed at
bringing the MDPD into compliance with federal law and making its
workforce representative of the diverse community it serves, ” No small feat
given the enormity and unpopularity of the task at the time.

He recalls that one of the biggest obstacles in implementing these changes

was that many people didn’t think that Hispanics could “get the job done.”
Mundy’s goal was to prove that Hispanics didn’t need or want special
treatment, just a fair shot.

In support of these efforts, Mundy became an active member of the HPOA
in 1983. He was drawn to the organization for the many ways in which it
helped support employees in their time of need. At the same time, through the
HPOA, Mundy also helped educate the Department that all Hispanics needed
was a “fair playing ground” to prove their merit, a goal he is proud to say has
been achieved in laudable style over and over again.

As an active HPOA member, Mundy often took on the responsibility of
coordinating many of the organizations special events and fundraisers,
including Valentine’s Day dances, Christmas parties, picnics, and domino
tournaments. He also took every opportunity to share his knowledge and
experience with the next generation of Hispanics on the Department.

“My tenure allowed me to use what my mentors taught me and pass it on.”
He stated. And with 35 years of service under his belt, he’s got plenty of
insight and knowledge to share!

On his free time, Mundy enjoys playing golf, and is a diehard Miami
Dolphins football fan. He also likes to keep busy with his family. He has been
married to the same lovely lady, Nancy, for 32 years (yet another wonderful
praiseworthy achievement!), and they have three children: Jessica (30),
Janette (26), and Ryan (22). “They are all great kids,” he proudly says.

In the future, Mundy hopes to spend more time volunteering in youth athletic
activities. But we’re sure he’ll still make time to join his HPOA family for the
occasional domino tournament too!
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Grace O’Donnell
Retired MDPD Major and Former HPOA Sergeant at Arms

Cuban-American Grace O’Donnell got her first true insight into
police work when she was working as a cashier in a store in Hialeah and
saw an officer get shot. Being a witness to the incident, she was fascinated
with the investigative process and court proceedings. It was then that the
seed of an idea — the idea to become a police officer - was planted.

She began her career with the Miami-Dade Police Department when
she started the police academy on March 4, 1974, under Director E.
Wilson Purdy. Prior to that, she had worked for both the City of Hialeah
and the City of Miami in non-police positions. Her most memorable
moments of her time in the academy were the riding assignments because
she felt like she was “so close” to her goal of becoming a police officer.
She also recalls that during her time in the academy, two officers were
killed. She remembers that it made her think “Is this what I really want to
do? And I resolved that, yes, this is what I wanted.”

After graduation, Grace’s first assignment was road patrol in Central
District (now Northside). She moved to Southwest District (now Kendall)
in 1976. In 1980, she was promoted to Sergeant and was assigned to
Jackson Memorial Hospital, but ended up back in Northside District when
she was promoted to Master Sergeant. She also served at the Training
Bureau as a Police Commander and Lieutenant, and at the Sheriff
Services Chief’s office as a First Lieutenant, where she learned many
administrative functions of the Department. Grace was promoted to
Captain after Hurricane Andrew and assigned to Hammocks District as
the Executive Officer to Major Ignacio Vazquez. When Major Vazquez
was promoted to Chief, Grace was promoted to Major and remained at
Hammocks District (which happens to be her favorite assignment).

“As a District Commander, you make a lot of decisions as to what
happens in your district. You have the resources at your disposal and you
have to put them in the right place to deal with the issues you have. The
buck stops with you. I loved being a District Commander, and Hammocks
was my first district.”

She later served as Major at Court Services Bureau, Cutler Ridge and
Kendall Districts. She ended her career as Major of the Domestic Crimes
Bureau, which later merged with Sexual Crimes Bureau and became the
Special Victims Bureau.

These achievements in and of themselves are noteworthy, but even
more so because she was a pioneer for Hispanic women on the
Department. She was the first Cuban female hired by MDPD under the
recruitment efforts of Fermin Reyes and Jimmy Bryant. She was also the
first Hispanic female on the department to be promoted to any of those
ranks. She is also likely to be the first Cuban female police officer hired
in the United States of America... period!

“When I graduated from the academy, the department began
researching the hiring of Cuban females in law enforcement locally and
couldn’t find records of any. When they expanded their search
nationwide, they got the same results.” So it appears that she is the first
Cuban female police officer hired in the country. The amazing thing about
Grace’s career is that she didn’t start out with the intention of acquiring
those titles... she just happened to make history while living her life.

But making history doesn’t come without its bumps and bruises.
Grace can recall a time when other officers didn’t want to ride with a
woman, let alone a Hispanic woman. “Back then, we [Hispanics] had
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special skills. We were able to communicate with people that other
officers couldn’t. But that wasn’t recognized at the time,” she remembers.
“But they called on you when they needed you.”

Grace first became involved with the HPOA because of the shared
heritage of the group. “It was nice that you had people with that shared
your heritage to look up to. And you realized that it was possible to
advance. You saw other people who had been there before you and what
they had done before you.”

She continued to explain how that later grew to be one of the HPOA’s
greatest achievements: unity, and not just for Hispanics. “What originally
united us was our ethnic heritage. But now, non-Hispanics have joined the
Association, too. By doing so, they also participated with us and helped
bring people together. It may have started out as an association for
Hispanics, but it’s not just for Hispanics anymore. It’s a good way of
associating with everybody and we’ve gotten respect through the years.”

Grace served as Sergeant at Arms for the HPOA. She was one of only
two females to ever serve on the HPOA Executive Board. One of the
things she is most proud of was doing review sessions for members who
were studying for promotional exams. “It was better that just studying
from the books because there is more to it than just the Departmental
Manual. And I could help with that.” Later when she became an assessor,
she couldn’t coach anyone anymore, but she was “happy to have had the
opportunity to help people study and show them how to study.”

When asked about her favorite HPOA memories, Grace did not
hesitate to say it was the picnics. She loved that everyone comes out and
brings their families. “The Valentine’s Day dances are nice and fancy. But
you can’t bring your kids... Police officers have a very hard job to do.
Sometimes it’s hard to relax and enjoy time with your family. The picnics
are a great way to do that. My kids are grown now, but I still take them.
They’ve been going since they were little.”

Grace officially retired from MDPD on July 31, 2010. Since then
came back as a citizen volunteer at the Media Relations Bureau and is still
there as a Police Reserve Officer. She still hangs out with us a couple of
days a month and just had a “good time” completing her annual training.

But Grace keeps herself plenty busy when she’s not in uniform. She
serves as Chairperson to the Miami-Dade County Commission for
Women, and is a member of the Community Relations Board. She also
volunteers for Hands on Miami, where she coordinates the activities of
hundreds of volunteers that sometimes package food for distribution or
paint murals that enhance public buildings.

Even though she is not a troop leader anymore, Grace is also very
active in the Girl Scouts organization, teaching first aid and sewing. She
is very excited to have been selected to take a group of girls to Europe this
summer where they will be visiting London, Paris, and Adelboden,
Switzerland.

On a personal level, Grace is a proud grandma to beautiful baby girl,
Kelsey, who was born to Grace’s daughter Michelle on January 6,2011...
just in time for Three Kings Day! She looks forward to traveling to Tampa
to visit Baby Kelsey as often as possible.

On her free time, Grace also enjoys sewing and quilting. She has
already made Kelsey four new dresses and her Easter dress is already on
the cutting board!
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HONORING OUR FALLEN HEROES

The HPOA is deeply saddened by the tragic and untimely deaths of Miami-Dade Police Officer and HPOA member Roger Castillo and
Officer Amanda Haworth. Their story brings to light the grim reality of the many dangers that are inherent in our chose profession of law
enforcement. These two brave and dedicated officers, and their families, gave the ultimate sacrifice in service to their communities. The HPOA
honors their dedication to duty and their service. In honor of their shared sacrifice, the Executive Board has unanimously agreed to recognize
Officer Haworth as an Honorary HPOA Member. The HPOA is proud to have brave and dedicated members, like Officers Roger Castillo and
Amanda Haworth. They will live forever in our hearts as a beloved brother and sister in our law enforcement family.

DOMINO TOURNAMENT

HONORING THEIR MEMORIES

To further honor their memories and to
assist the families of our fallen heroes in the time
of greatest need, the HPOA held a fundraiser
domino tournament on February 18, 2011, at the
Airport Miami Hilton Hotel. Amid a crowd of
supportive co-workers and friends, 40 teams
began the tournament. But Dennis Alvarez and
Joey Someillan emerged as the night’s big
winners, with Bill and Mercy Hernandez taking
second place, and father/son team Henry and
Gervasio Robaina coming in third. While the
tournament was enjoyed by all, the memories of
our fallen brother and sister were at the heart of
the event, which raised over $8,000 for their

surviving families.

-
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r#f'he annual HPOA picnic was a
huge success! Under a clear blue sky, HPOA

members and their families enjoyed a terrific
day together on Saturday, March 26, 2011
complete with good food & music,

and even some dominoes.

The kids also had it great with
face painting, pony rides, bounce
houses, and more. But the very best
part was being able to spend a stress-
free day of food and fun with friends and
family. A special thanks to our members

who worked so very hard to make the

event such a great one.
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